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 William Templeton Millican, pioneer, attorney and public official was born 
in Spartanburg County, South Carolina on February 16, 1780. He  
came to Texas with his father, Robert Hemphill Millican, his mother,  
seven brothers and one sister. He was 41 years of age upon arriving in  
Texas where they joined Stephen F. Austin's "The Old Three Hundred." He was 
granted one league of land (4,428 acres) on July 16, 1824.1 The land  
was rolling prairies and heavily wooded. The land had to be conquered and  
the Indians had to be dealt with. The crossing of streams and rivers also  
created a problem. He had to adjust to the wilderness and inadequate  
supplies as a way of life in order to survive. He and his family were the  
first Anglo-Americans to live in. the territory.2 
 
 The Millican family was involved in the Runaway Scrape that followed the 
Goliad Massacre. When William Templeton Millican arrived in Liberty, Texas, he 
learned of Sam Houston's victory and" returned home.3 
 
 The census of March 1826 lists William Templeton Millican as a farmer and 
stock raiser. In July 1826 his home was a polling place for the election of delegates 
provisional judiciary for the colony. He was elected a delegate from Washington 
district to consultation held in San Felipe in 1835. Also noted, he sold corn to 
Captain John P. Gillis on his homeward march through Washington.4 
 

                                           
1  Glover, Helen Ruth Dunlap, "The Millicans in Early Texas" an unpublished family history 
written in 1946 and currently in the possession of Dan Williams. Also "William Templeton 
Millican" by Lon F. Curbello, Jr. in the Handbook of Texas Online and New Handbook of Texas 
published by the Texas Historical Association, vol. 4, pp. 745-747. 
 
2  Glover, Helen Ruth Dunlap. 
 
3  Glover, Helen Ruth Dunlap. 
 
4 Glover, Helen Ruth Dunlap.  
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 William Templeton Millican served on a committee designated by Texas 
Congress to select the site of Boonville as the county seat.5  He served  
as a member of the Texas Army of the Texas Republic April 25, 1836 to July 25, 
1836 to guard the frontier known later as the early day Texas Rangers.6  
 
 March 1840 and 1841 William Templeton Millican was elected Justice of 
the Peace for Navasota County.  He was appointed agent for various Washington 
county residents.7   In 1842 he participated in the Mier Expedition where he 
contacted a disease and returned home to die. 
 
 In November 1849 and December 1853, Elliot McNeal Millican signed 
papers relating to the money owed William T. Millican by the Republic for his 
services. His mother, Nancy Millican, was given a grant of land of 320 acres for 
his services. The land is known today as The High Prairie Place and is owned by 
Dan Williams. This brought Millican's land holdings to 4,748 acres.8 
 
 William Templeton Millican died September 24, 1843 at the age of 63 
and is buried in the Millican area. 
    

                                           
5   Handbook of Texas Online. 
 
6  Glover, Helen Ruth Dunlap. 
 
7  Brazos County History--Rich Past--Bright Future, pp. 23 and 336. 
 
8  Glover, Helen Ruth Dunlap. 
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